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Peninsulans Hdp tO f}';,'nco' @r_age; Chan geln
Central American Educatiotial System?. -

By Chris Bovd
News Sl \Writer

For weeks now, students across the
Peninsula. have been preparing for
graduation snd the read: that lies
ahead. There is oilen litle time Jor
helping others amidst afl the stresses.
But at least twe Peninsuls students left
their grades and their studies behind
on o recent trip to assist schools in

FPalos Verdes Estates residents, from Iet't,' Mintra Sharma,
£l Salvador, where'they worked with Latin American offl

Central Anverica. .
Earlier this marzh, Palos Verdes
Estates residents Ajna Sharma-Wilson,

§7, end her brother, Sivan Wilsen, 13,

accompanied their mother,- Mintra
Sharma, to San Salvader, El Salvador,
1o participate _in the
Collaborative Education Program for

“the Amerieas. Ajna and Sivan were the
g'nly U.5, students at the confeence,”
P Taon LY K

»

first-ever’

Sivan Wilson and Ajna Sharms-Wilson made 2 recent trip to
clals-to buﬂ;f a batrer future for Central American students.

Through the vears, many stedenis in
Central American countries have exist»
ed under an educationai system that
provides little opportunity for them (o
learn and advance, Some of.those stu-
dents have turned ta drugs, gangs and
prostitution to eke out a living, To help
change that, and te begin on era in
which ‘the police wark together wilh

:-‘flease s2e CONFERENCE Page 3
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some parents \&'50 let their young- .
CONPERENCE . sters’ roam the seets, “Education

begins right thers with parenting.”
Continued from Page 1 Education, "she told conference -
' ! participants, mst te available to al}

structure in 2 couniry ..'r_m: had been
racked by civil war. "It’s like the
place.bas bcen bomm:d nnd (uc\ re:
Just rebuilding n,_Ml..:ra sayst.
- Peshaps she-and her. children>

students S rather thansimply T social classéiTse¥HER notonly the” “Mintrs ponderscin'be’a small part

punishing them — more than 100 well-to-do- end -up with college

of this rebuilding process. Thase

Latin Amencan arc(usors.‘polmca} '—‘«uegr:f.s Mint ex*-lzuncd that edu-" ~whio participated-ir the: exconference, .

- officials and’law enforcement cfﬁ~ ' cation can“hel eap}r;‘: betier |
cers ook part in the CEPA; TEN L their lives, “Thar's 8 £oing t&.be hard
Says Mintra, “The idea was 10 get for these coupuies [to -Jmple-
the police’ out thers to° [learn™ic) m:m] she savs' :
educate people rather t.han_ pl;:{u.ﬁ “There' it's’ Jike -a hug: nc..om-
them.". : R S plishmentust 19, graduate: Zhigh
“Educations.a- real]v big prob: - school.says Sn.'a'1, whe informed
Jem down there,” .-\;na says."A lofof* conference” [ partici panu about the
people dropout”™ “- [ ____ __DARE program} for keepmg -chil-
Though it was n:rve~rad\mg at ren off drigs. and ﬂcnho[ :
first, Ajna and’Sivan® overcamg, cul- T3 ~Fotsher part, *.;na, ‘who speaks. -
wral ‘and*.language- barrl:rs?to Spanish, effered infor a'abo
“explait how schools™, and: ]'aw how U.S. schoals urgamu_duﬂdren

“the police!” Ajna says.*] don't think  had aJot ofquesnor-s as to»how-o
the police see the “pedpleétas~a  schools were set up,” she § Just
resource; they see them as an obsta- hearing that I a:‘ually_go. to” Ty
cle, G r : classes was a big desl” -

“We were trymg':o cunvcy—to._“' Says Sivan, “We gavczhcm ‘arvidea
thern the idea nog to work  against  about wha:kzd.sm the United S:ales
the people.” she comtihuées “iThey  are like” V‘_ R
arc starting off fresh;and they don't Some represéntatives, Ajna says,
i\now what to do with themselvcs were not open to aflowing teachers

: . fo form their own lesson- plani At~

.--.-.—w

Prowdmg lnput <
Countries from Central Amerizd,  told fellow participants-that there'is-
such as  Papama, Nicaragua, no way teachers Jcan_do their, ;obs
Honduras and El Salvador. 33 well~~without help from Lhe’ government,
as their northern neighbor, the - for instance, “Tt Kind of reminds me-
"United States, sent 2 number of rep: of Big Brother,” Ajna says. “Most of
" resentatives to offer suggestions “"the heads of state aré basically dic-
about how to improve education’in’ tators”
“the region. Mintra, Ajna and Sivan,
-who were invited courtesy of Dr. Coming Together
Fred Rodriguez, one of Minwas  Though a dictatorial atmosphere
former professors, sat “alongside and police concerns dominated the
some top-notch education and law-  conference at first, Mintra says,
enforcement officials to provide such dialogue didn't fast for long,
their own mput. : Soon, police officers and teachers
Mintra was there to give-siigges.” - spoke together to resolve issues of
tions about parenting. Though she  violence. “You could see the dedica-
“had some trouble with the Jan- tion, the need, the want to [tackle]
guage,Mmtraconveycd ideas about “"the real issues,” she says.
- taking care of children, Too often, Mintrz is confident that Cenrral
« she says, Latin American social sta-  American leaders returned o their
tus takes center stage in life, while  homelands with' new-game plans
. necessities such’ as education and  for cducatmg. not just pumshme.
" parenting skills fall by the wayside, -students of all classes. “They're
. In countries where ‘there -are few going ta. go back to their countries:
- r;ch and ‘countless poor, th:s can* and work with this," she says.
. spcl] disaster, - - -~ *."  -Leaders in a country such as EJ
“Regardless of the status, pa.r:m- Salvador, Ajna says, with rich cul-"-
ing is the most valuable thing you -ture and tradition. will find awayto!
‘can do,” Mmua?says..:“mu cnnot- =aev=lop a benter education system, -
* parent alone;’ pnrcnung hasiio bat ~!t's 4 ¢ountry: -of potential, it really
T with Lhe commumty It begms at. +is she says./“I's-a beautiful coun-

home R EE -~-£..r.. b _Lr‘y 1R e

- “To me, it was surpnsmg 16 °see.-o. Already workerscare tearing up
~the lack of parcntmg, she says of the roads :md buxldmga new infra-

1w e,

.53y, "This is-what we came up with, .

- “least one official from Honduras ’

; shesays, have helped tr marproc*ss by '
giving & vision of peaca.(o. 5" Ceatzal”

'~Ame ica. "The [oﬁ'i_.als] @n EO_

back into theiriown countries a'ld

"

this is what we can work with..
“We're. renl]v'gmng hem °u"-.

ideals,~ and+they're: Tncorpeszting

th:m inte thigir’ educatlonah o

—, grams, Swan,sa)-s._“lts not ]us. u_s-.-

giving to, theinSwe're learning also.
- Most encouragmg.A_;na sa','s, !hc

'—~penpl= “of Ccnml/Amcnca are wﬂl—
enforcement oﬁ'cers ‘can work IMo z learning mvuonrncnl wuh :

together. A lot of the | p:op[e. fear  specific classes and curricdla: They i

ing 1o’ admu that they. habe prob-
“lerns and are Open o mput from.
- other-countries. "Iis. really impor- .
.tant to"bring fresh idéas-to; coun-

tries thi are willing to receive

them." she Says. “They, didnt Syant
do rub dirtd "each ther's” evs
They wanted to see




